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INSIDE FRONT COVER 

The Holy Day engraving on the cover is 
taken from the 1634 edition of the Biblia 
Sacra (Holy Bible) with commentary by 
Nicholaus de Lira. Our cover stories 
focus on two divergent views concerning 
the relevance of the annual festivals 
contained in Scripture. Featured articles 
"The Festivals of God and the New 
Covenant" by Herb Solinsky and "The 
Reality is Jesus Christ" by Michael 
Galimore begin on pages 6-7 of this 
issue. - MG 

EDITORIAL 

WHAT PRICE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM? 
As you read this, Independence Day is just around the corner. A lot has happened to 
the ideals of freedom since 1776 - and a lot has happened in just the past ten years. 
Case in point: Dr. Everett Sileven, pastor of Faith Baptist Church in Louisville, Ne­ 
braska. The time: some ten years ago. The issue: Can a small church pastor conduct 
church ministry, particularly a church school, free from government license and con­ 
trol? The State of Nebraska said No. Pastor Sileven said Yes - and the lines were 
drawn. 

During the struggle Pastor Sileven spent more than five months in jail. The doors to 
his church were chained and padlocked by the Cass County Sheriff, Fred Tesch. 
Cigarette-smoking guards were stationed inside the church to prevent anyone from en­ 
tering except during court-designated hours on Sundays and Wednesday nights. On 
one occasion Sheriff Tesch arrested Pastor Sileven while he was in the pulpit conduct­ 
ing a worship service. On another occasion, police raided the church at six o'clock on 
a Monday morning to drag 100 kneeling, praying Christians out of the building. 

As a Sabbath-keeping pastor watching from the sidelines I seriously questioned Pastor 
Sileveri's determined approach - he was breaking the law! How could a pastor be a 
Christian and break the law? I was ignorant of the greater Constitutional issues. But 
hindsight is twenry-twenty, and I now see that the religious freedom I enjoy today was 
paid for by a Sunday-keeping pastor without so much as an eyelash of assistance from 
me or my Sabbatarian brothers. 

You see, when the dust settled, the Faith Baptist church had prevailed in a federal law­ 
suit against the abusive use of police power. They proved that their Constitutionally 
protected rights of freedom of assembly and freedom of religion had been violated by 
the State of Nebraska. And while the court did not award them actual or punitive 
monetary damages, because the police had" acted in good faith" while violating their 
constitutional rights, they were awarded $80,000 in attorney fees. The Nebraska Su­ 
preme Court eventually overturned Pastor Sileven's conviction for conducting a church 
school without a state license. And the Nebraska State Legislature passed legislation 
recognizing the God-ordained right of churches to conduct their ministries without 
government interference, and the right of parents to home school their children with­ 
out government control. 

Hoping to extend the influence of Christian principles further, Pastor Sileven an­ 
nounced he would be a candidate in the 1984 Nebraska gubernatorial election. Al­ 
though he was largely ignored by the press, he came in fourth on a slate of eight 
candidates in the primary. The price Pastor Sileven continues to pay for safeguarding 
religious freedom in Nebraska includes five months in jail, and investigations by the 
Cass Counry Sheriff, the Nebraska State Police, the Secret Service, the FBI, and the 
IRS. For the past eleven years the IRS has tenaciously pursued him without success. 
But as of this writing, all government agencies, except the IRS, have concluded there is 
no case against Pastor Sileven. 

What is the price of religious freedom? Those of us who have to ask are truly blessed! 
-SC 
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Mailbox 
Complimentary Copies 
I would like to have a complimentary 
copy of TSS. I found one of your 
tracts at the library. It was called 
"Whatever Happened to the Sabbath." 
That is how I found out about your 
organization. 

Thanks for your interest! A catalog of 
Sabbath tracts and complimentary cop­ 
ies of this magazine are available from 
The Bible Sabbat\~ssociation, RD 1, 
Box 222, Fairview, UK 73737. A spe­ 
cial "thank you" to our readers who 
faithfully distribute these materials! 

Welcome at my Campfire 
This is to say that I wish to renew my 
membership for another year. My wife 
and I both enjoy TSS - thank you for 
putting me on the air mail list. I want 
to say "welcome" to the new editors, 
and read the background sketch with 
interest. A large part of my family be­ 
long to the SDA church, including my­ 
self and my wife. But we hold the view 
that anyone who claims Christ as their 
Savior is a child of God's Church, or as 
some say, Kingdom. And as far as I am 
concerned they are welcome at my 
campfire any day. I enjoyed the "Dis­ 
covering Christ in the Old Testament 
Types" article, and am looking forward 
to another good year of reading in TSS. 

A. J. Wareham 
Greenwood, West Australia 

New Subscriber 
The April edition was such a good one 
that we read through it together with a 
friend who has not subscribed to TSS. 
Her check is enclosed for a subscrip­ 
tion. She was especially interested in 
Mr. Nickel's account of the history of 
Herbert Armstrong, for when she be­ 
came a Sabbath-keeper years ago the 
only church she could find fellowship 
in was Armstrong's. So his history was 
what she knew first-hand. 

M. Albertson 
Hillsboro, Oregon 

Just One is Worth it! 
Walter Adams of the Bible Advocate 
(''To Repeat," January TSS), misses the 
point in "Ineffective Christian Activ­ 
ism," because every time that an un­ 
born baby is saved from the 
abortionist's knife it is a victory over 
death and the devil. Rescues at abor­ 
tion mills do save lives. It was con­ 
firmed that 30 -babies were saved 
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during the Summer of Mercy in Wich­ 
ita, Kansas. One alone made it worth­ 
while. 

Jacob Miller 
Marble City, Oklahoma 

Do you Know of any Nazarene 
Sabbath-keeping Churches? 
Could you please tell us if you know of 
any Nazarene churches which are keep- 
ing the true Sabbath? . 

John and Laura Chambers 

If you can help John and Laura please 
write to them at 13114 50th Ave., NE, 
Marysville, WA 98270. 

is irrelevant. The main focus is: 
Should a dealer be open on Sundays?" 

Montagano, a trustee of the church, 
said he would take the issue to court. 
"We are very disheartened and upset," 
he told the AP. "All I've tried to do is 
help the community, and now they are 
saying I can't open to talk to God." 

- Church & State 

News 
Former CGI Pastor 
Begins COG 
Pastor John Pinkston, formerly with 
the Church of God International, 
heads his newly formed Congregation 
of God, Seventh Day Association in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Pastor Pinkston is 
known for his 200-member tape minis­ 
try and broadcasts nationally over three 
major radio stations. 

Sunday Law Closes Sunday Church 
A Burlington, N.J., car dealer has been 
ordered by the city zoning board to 
stop opening his auto showroom on 
Sunday for church services. 

Mike Montagano, owner of the Royal 
Buick auto dealership, began allowing 
the Full Gospel Fellowship Church to 
use his showroom on Sundays after the 
80-member church split from its parent 
congregation, reported the Associated 
Press. The church planned to meet 
there until it raised enough money for 
its own building. 

But local officials ordered Montagano 
to keep the dealership's doors locked 
and denied him a use variance, citing 
the town's Sunday closing law, which 
does not allow auto dealers to open on 
Sunday. The action was later upheld 
on a 4-2 vote by the zoning board. 
Board member Virginia McMenamin 
remarked, "The fact that it is a church 

-----~ 

Churches Aid Families 
of Slain Federal Agents 
Seventh-day Adventist churches in 
Waco, Texas, have joined with com­ 
munity religious leaders in an effort to 
raise funds for the families of federal 
agents killed in the line of duty at the 
Branch Davidian Compound. In addi­ 
tion to the prayers offered for the griev­ 
ing families, pastors in the North 
American Division are being encour­ 
aged to share information about the 
fund with their congregations. Contri­ 
butions can be sent to: The Waco In­ 
terfaith Memorial Fund for Federal 
Agent's Families, First Waco National 
Bank, PO Box 7813, Waco, TX 
76714-7813. - GC Communique 

Polish Soldiers to Have Sabbaths Off 
Sabbathkeepers serving in the Polish 
armed forces have been granted free 
Sabbath privileges. After repeated diffi­ 
culties over the Sabbath, the Seventh­ 
day Adventist Church in Poland ap­ 
pealed to the Ministry of Defense for a 
legally binding statement to guarantee 
the religious rights of Adventists to 
keep a day of worship of their choice. 
On behalf of the Deputy Minister of 
Defense, Colonel Otto Cymerman said 
that unit and institution commanders 
will be given guidelines of conduct to­ 
ward soldiers who keep Saturday or an- . 
other weekday as a day of worshi p. 

- GC Communique 

Facts of Loue 
R. H. Grenville 

Love awakens, 
thrills, anoints, 
hurts and heals, 
and disappoints; 

strengthens, weakens, 
soothes and stings, 
makes you cry 

and gives you wings. 

Share the Good News With a Friend! 
Give a gift subscription to The Sabbath Sentinel 
Send $15 to The Bible Sabbath Association 

RD 1 Box 222 Fairview, OK 73737 
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HWA's Legacy 
or Biblical Pursuit? 

SYDNEY CLEVELAND 

Roderick C. Meredith Heads 
Newly-formed Global Church of God 
The Worldwide Church of God suffers 
another schism as Roderick Meredith 
leaves to form the Global Church of 
God. 

Ordained by Herb rt \'1/. Armstrong in 
1952, Meredith has held many high 
offices in WCG over the past 40 years. 
Recently he has become "increasingly 
concerned .,. about the massive doc­ 
trinal changes in the WCG." A num­ 
ber of the changes Meredith disagrees 
with include: 

1. "If you are converted, you are al­ 
ready 'born again.'" 

·2. The Kingdom of God is already here 
and we are in it now. 

3. "Jesus Christ was not fully 'tempted 
like as we are.... He was only 'tested." 

4. "The Godhead is a Trinity." 

5. "We have already entered into cter­ 
nallife." 

6. "Jesus Christ is the gospel. He is 
the kingdom of God. '" 

7. "The Israel truth is based on 'myth 
and superstition." 

8. "They no longer teach or believe 
that 'God is reproducing Himself as 
Mr. Armstrong used to teach. In that 
way, they are doing away with the ulti­ 
mate 'good news' - that we can be­ 
come full members of the God family 
and truly share in His divine glory." 

9. "They now say that Christ's beating 
had nothing to do with our physical 
healing!" 

10. "They now say that the Ten Com­ 
mandments are 'only one straw in one 
brick in a great, huge edifice of obedi­ 
ence to God." 

11. "They refuse to preach about 90% 
of the end time prophecies which are 
so vital for our people to understand." 

12. "They are now dearly indicating 
that a person does not need to • quality' 
for salvation - since it is a free gift." 

The Sabbath Sentinel 

What does Meredith see as the mission 
of the new Global Church of God? "I 
(am) stand(ing) up for God's Truth 
and try(ing) to revive the Work as Mr. 
and Mrs. Armstrong did so many years 
ago .... We plan to build on the foun­ 
dation laid by Christ through Herbert 
W. Armstrong. We will teach all the 
basic doctrines that Christ revealed 
through his ministry." 

Tkach Responds to Meredith 
In an open letter to WCG members 
published in the January 26, 1993 issue 
of The Worldwide News, joseph W. 
Tkach has clarified a number of Dr. 
Meredith's charges. Noticing that the 
great, fundamental issues of the New 
Testament are being ignored by Mere­ 
dith, Tkach writes: "Dr. Meredith ... 
has focused his attention on every point 
on which he feels he can disagree with 
us. Basically, he disagrees with every 
change the Church has made since the 
death of Mr. Armstrong." 

As previously reported, the Worldwide 
Church of God has undertaken major 
doctrinal shifts which many applaud as 
a steady march toward the teachings of 
historic Christianity. On the other 
hand, it appears to this writer that 
Meredith's Global Church of God is a 
return to the teachings of WCG in its 
early years. 

Perhaps not everything that distin­ 
guishes the GCG from the WCG is 
clearly or accurately defined. Noting 
the differences outlined by Meredith, 
Tkach wri tes: "He inaccurately repre­ 
sents what we teach about Jesus' vic­ 
tory over sin, about the Holy Spirit, 
about eternal life and about the gospel. 
He misrepresents our teaching about 
divine healing. He misrepresents our 
teaching about the Ten Command­ 
ments and obedience to God." 

Tkach also mentions two doctrines that 
the GCG currently teaches, which im­ 
mediately raise the eyebrows of historic 
Christianity. These doctrines are "the 
false idea that human beings will some­ 
day be God in exactly the same way 
God himself is God," and the "error 
that Ezekiel 33:1-7 is a commission to 

the Church, something taught neither 
by Jesus nor the apostles." 

In view of the fact that Dr. Meredith is 
currently proclaiming his ardent loyalty 
to Mr. Armstrong, readers might won­ 
der what change has occurred since 
1979. Tkach reminds WCG members 
that "Mr. Armstrong himself sus­ 
pended Dr. Meredith from attending 
services for about eight months in 
1979-80." 

The information available to this writer 
indicates that the differences between 
the WCG and GCG are, at present, 
defined by their respective views of tra­ 
dition. Speaking for the WCG, Tkach 
states, "Our loyalty is to God and his 
Word first and foremost. Tradition is 
valuable and important, but it must be 
shaped by the Bible, not vice versa .... 
Some people, sad to say, are more loyal 
to traditional teachings and explana­ 
tions than they are to the Word of 
God. . .. They are willing to prey on 
those God has been calling to freedom 
in his Son, wanting to take them back 
into the bondage of an impossible sal­ 
vation by works." 

But the double-edged Word of God 
cuts both ways, and has already made 
its mark on the WCG. Looking back, 
Tkach writes: "God has blessed us be­ 
yond measure, showing us where we 
have gone off on tangents, where we 
put our priorities on physical things 
that took our minds off the great spiri­ 
tual reality of salvation in his Son. 
Through the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, God has brought us back to his 
Word, and we should pray daily that 
we will never cease to follow his lead." 

It is the prayer of this writer that God's 
Spirit and Word will continually guide 
both the WCG and the GCG. S 

THE 
GOODNEWS! 
"From the beginning 

God chose you to be saved through 
the sanctifying work of the Spirit 
and through belief in the truth. 
He called you to this through 

our gospel, that you might share 
in the glory of our Lord 

Jesus Christ." 
- 2 Thessalonians 2: 13. 14 NIV 
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The Festivals of God 
and the New Covenant 

HERB SOLINSKY 

The following was transcribed from a 
sermon by Herb Solinsky given in 
October, 1984. 

In Nehemiah 10:31, a festival day is 
referred to as "a holy day." Is keeping 
the holy days a valid means of showing 
love toward God~ is not keeping the 
holy days a sin? James 4:17 says, "To 
one who knows the right thing to do 
and does not do it, to him it is sin." I 
am aware of a number of Sabbathkeep­ 
ing people who do not keep the holy 
days. As far as this verse is concerned, 
as long as what they are doing is done 
in good conscience, to them not keep­ 
ing the holy days is not sin. I do not 
think it is right for one Christian or 

. one organization to judge another 
Christian or another organization on 
the basis of what they know. Appar­ 
ently, God has not decreed that all 
Christians would understand things the 

same way, to the same degree, knowing 
all the commandments God has in 
store for them. The most important 
thing is that we have a tolerance and 
acceptance of other people as Chris­ 
tians despite what degree of knowledge 
they have in comparison to ourselves. 

New Covenant Rationale 
Regarding the new covenant, in Jere­ 
miah 31 :33 is expressed, "I will put my 
law within them, and on their heart I 
will write it; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people." The 
word for "Law" is Torah, used 
throughout the Old Testament with 
reference to the Law of Moses which 
includes the keeping of the various fes­ 
tivals. The laws concerning the festi­ 
vals still have validity unless a specific 
statement or implication was made that 
a substitution has been made. The 
substitution of mental circumcision for 
physical circumcision and the substitu- 

Herb, Carol and Jeffrey Solinsky 
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TWO DIVERI 
tion in the Passover of eating the un­ 
leavened bread which represented 
Christ's body for the eating of a literal 
Passover fleshly lamb are examples of 
the substitution principle. 

Categorically, certain laws from the 
Law of Moses are not kept by 
Christians: (a) laws which do not make 
any sense without the Levitical priest­ 
hood, (b) civil laws of the nonexistent 
government of ancient Israel, (c) laws 
regarding the Temple which no longer 
exists, and (d) laws which require a per­ 
son to be born in or to live in the land 
of Israel. 

Leviticus 23:39-43 describes the keep­ 
ing of the Festival of Tabernacles by 
the native born inside Israel including 
the construction of booths from parts 
of certain trees. Hotel rooms are not 
made of palm branches; I do not think 
that it is necessary to have any parallel 
to this thing about booths when one is 
outside the boundaries of ancient Is­ 
rael. This passage of Scri pture does not 
provide an objection to keeping the 
Feast of Tabernacles unless one con­ 
structs a booth and lives in it, because 
you can have a holy convocation with­ 
out living inside the land of Israel. 
Jews who have looked at individual 
laws under a microscope, desiring to 
observe them in detail, have never 
raised an historical hint that the holy 
days could not be kept outside the 
boundaries of Israel. 

Paul Upheld the Law of God 
On trial, Paul asserts in Acts 24:13-15, 
"Nor can they (the Jews) prove to you 
the charges of which they now accuse' 
me. But this I admit to you, that ac­ 
cording to the Way (Christianity) 
which they call a sect, I do serve the 
God of our fathers (Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob), believing everything that is in 
accordance with the Law and that is 
written in the Prophets; having a hope 
in God which these men cherish them­ 
selves that there shall certainly be a res­ 
urrection of both the righteous and the 
wicked." He upheld the Law of God, 
and he said here that the people who 
were accusing him could not prove the 
charges of which they accused him. 
With regard to Paul's relationship to 
the Law of God, if he had taught not 
keeping the Sabbath or not keeping the 
holy days, they would have had wit- 

Continued on page 8 
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STORY 

;ENTVIEWS 
President Abraham Lincoln was openly 
despised by two extremely intelligent 
members of his cabinet because of his 
stories - simple meandering stories. 
The stories usually persuaded a major­ 
ity of his captive audience to agree with 
his opinions concerning decisions to be 
made. As a youth working in Colonel 
Jones' store in southern Indiana, young 
Abe Lincoln spent most spare moments 
reading law books and the Bible, espe­ 
cially the simply-phrased straight­ 
forward stories of Jesus which always 
challenged and ofte angered the peo­ 
ple who heard them. Anecdotes about 
Lincoln's catalytic personality and per­ 
suasive abilities have intrigued Ameri­ 
cans ever since those troubled times. 

Not unlike Lincoln, Herbert Arm­ 
strong's charisma continues to impact 
the thinking of many seventh-day 
Christians. His unique syncretism of 
doctrines has earned him the appella­ 
tjon of "genius" from some and "apos­ 
tle" from others. 

The Plan of God? 
As a young college student, I heard 
Herbert Armstrong express that a belief 
in the seventh-day Sabbath combined 
with the identity of the United States 
as a "lost" tribe of Israel (Anglo­ 
Israelism) convinced him that the an­ 
nual holy days of the Bible should be 
kept. This foundational footnote is im­ 
portant because many seventh-day 
Christians observe these days, con­ 
vinced that the holy days outline the 

The Reality is Jesus Christ 
MICHAEL GALIMORE 

"plan of God" as taught by Herbert 
Armstrong. This plan of God is a con­ 
vincing story, but its outline is not to 
be found in any scriptural passage; it is 
not in the Bible. 

Throughout his ministry, Armstrong 
taught an episodal sequence every holy 
day season which began with Christ 
being our Passover, continued with the 
giving of the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost or firstfruits, and at this 
point the search began for isolated Bib­ 
lical verses and historical allusions to 
illustrate a yet-to-be-fulfilled plan of 
God. The narrative ended with a 
syncretism of the Last Great Day of the 
fall festival season with a future day of 
salvation, borrowed from the turn-of­ 
the-century writings of Charles Russell 
and the forebears of the Jehovah's Wit­ 
ness movement. 

On each holy day, Armstrong's organi­ 
zation collected large financial "offer­ 
ings." The analogies rapidly break 
down at this point. The offerings by 
which the annual days were to be ob­ 
served were offerings of blood and fire 
- sin offerings. The reality of the 
"shadow" (Hebrews 10:1) is "the offer­ 
ing of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all" (Hebrews 10: 10). If we as Chris­ 
tians are to appropriate the laws con­ 
cerning the festivals in Leviticus 23, 
then we should take into account the 
parallel passages in Numbers 28 and 29 
along with Ezekiel 45 and 46 which 
detail how they are to be observed - 
with sin offerings of blood and fire. 
"Every priest stands daily ministering 
and offering time after time the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins; but He, having offered one sacri­ 
fice for sins for all time, sat down at the 
right hand of God, ... For by one of­ 
fering He has perfected for all time 
those who are sanctified" (Hebrews 
10:11-14), 

Sabbath versus Festivals 
Can we discriminate between the 
seventh-day Sabbath and the annual 
festivals? God did by placing the Sab­ 
bath in the ark of the covenant within 
the context of the Ten Command­ 
ments - a standard of righteous 

In one of his last World Tomorrow 
telecasts, I heard Herbert Armstrong 

,preface a holyday/plan-of-God narrative 
with "Now, you won't find this in the 
Bible, but if you want to know what I 
think, this is what I think ... " The per­ 
sonality of Armstrong, at times warm 
and fatherly and at other times ex­ 
tremely authoritative, and his persua­ 
sive thinking with regard to the annual 
days continue to intrigue and influence 
the doctrinal distinctives of many 
seventh-day Christians. 

Mike, Kathy and Jonathan Galimore 

Continued on page 9 
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HERB SOLINSKY 
Continued from page 6 

nesses that he was trying to overthrow 
standard Judaism in terms of the basic 
concepts of the law of Moses - that he 
was divisive and trying to destroy 
Judaism. 

No Holy Day Council 
Whenever there was a controversy such 
as circumcision there was a major 
meeting to discuss the issue. There is 
no hint that there was ever any dispute 
over the desirability of keeping the Sab­ 
bath or the holy days. The fact that 
there were Jews within most of the 
Gentile churches would indicate a need 
for a major church conference on the 
Issue. 

Paul's Journey to Rome 
On Paul's way to Rome as a prisoner, 
Luke writes in Acts 27:9, "when con­ 
siderable time had passed and the voy­ 
age was now dangerous, since even the 
fast (Day of Atonement) was already 
'over, Paul began to admonish them, 
... " If he were making a general refer­ 
ence to one of the three festival seasons 
or highlights of the calendar (Deu­ 
teronomy 16:16), he would have men­ 
tioned the Feast of Tabernacles, rather 
than specifying the Day of Atonement. 
He must have actually been counting 
the days on that voyage, knowing ex­ 
actly which day was the tenth day of 
that seventh month. I think that if 
Paul was not interested in keeping the 
holy days, he would not have paid at­ 
tention to which specific day was the 
holy day. 

"Let Us Celebrate the Feast" 
In 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 Paul writes, 
"your boasting is not good. Do you 
not know that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump? Clean out the old leaven, 
that you may be a new lump, just as 
you are in fact unleavened. For Christ 
our Passover also has been sacrificed. 
Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not . 
with old leaven, nor with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth." Apparently this was written 
sometime in advance of the days of un­ 
leavened bread. In 1 Corinthians 11 
Paul described to them certain aspects 
of how to keep the Lord's Supper or 
Passover. I think that the elders could 
have studied this letter prior to the days 
of unleavened bread, and they would 
have read certain portions of the letter 
to the congregations during the days of 

8 

unleavened bread (verse 7). "Let us 
celebrate the feast, .. ." would seem a 
little odd if they were not keeping the 
days. Leaven has literal and symbolic 
meanings; and Paul uses a symbolic 
meaning (verse 8). He is not making 
any statement whatsoever concerning 
literal, physical bread leaven. Regard­ 
less, he is saying, "Let us celebrate the 
Feast. " 

With reference to Acts 18:21, every 
copy of the Byzantine text has this sec­ 
tion where Paul says "I must by all 
means keep this feast." Over 95% of 
the ancient survrving handwritten 
Greek copies of the New Testament are 
the Byzantine texts, and this is the text 
from which the King James Version 
was made, except for 1 John 5:7 and 
some peculiarities in Revelation. The 
Byzantine text type is superior because 
it does not have a blatant contradiction: 
Mark 1 :2, 3 contains quotations from 
Malachi 3: 1 and Isaiah 40:3. Typical 
non-Byzantine texts read "As it is writ­ 
ten in Isaiah the prophet, ... " (verse 2), 
while the Byzantine texts read, "As it is 
written in the prophets, ... " To say, 
"Isaiah the prophet" is just plain 
wrong; it is a blatant contradiction of 
the Bible. That is why the New T esta­ 
rnent should be taken from the Byzan­ 
tine text type, and why Acts 18:21 
gives validity to Paul's desire to keep 
the feast. 

In Acts 20:16, "Paul had decided to sail 
past Ephesus in order that he might 
not have to spend time in Asia; for he 
was hurrying to be in Jerusalem, if pos­ 
sible, on the day of Pentecost." If Pen­ 
tecost meant nothing at all to him, why 
would he have to hurty to be there? 
The hurrying shows his volition. 
Holy Days, New Moons, and 
Sabbaths 
If we leave out supplied italics and read 
the content of the Greek text, Colos­ 
sians 2: 16, 17 should read, "Therefore 
let no one act as your judge in regard to 
food or drink or in respect to a festival 
or a new moon or a Sabbath day - 
things which are a shadow of what is to 
come, but the body of Christ." Paul is 
simply saying that the holy days, the 
new moons, the Sabbaths are actually 
shadows of what is to come. Things, 
such as physical circumcision, which 
are definitely not involved with Christi­ 
anity are not even mentioned in this 
text. Animal sacrifices and the author­ 
ity of the Levitical priesthood are other 
examples of things clearly known to 
have been done away which are not 

mentioned here. If anyone of these 
things had been included, it would 
have been clear that the whole 
grouping was not relevant to Christian­ 
ity. Secondly, Colossians 4:3, 18 gives 
the setting of Paul's letter. We know 
from piecing this together with the 
other letters that Paul was in a prison 
in Rome approximately 60-64 A.D. 
Colossians was written about thirty 
years after the day of Pentecost in Acts 
2 when the Holy Spirit first came. 
Thirty years of history of the New T es­ 
tament church has been going on; if 
they had thirty years of giving up the 
holy days, would it make any sense for 
Paul to be writing to the Christians in 
this city of Colossae regarding the festi­ 
vals, the new moons, the Sabbaths if 
they were not being kept? The new 
moons tie in because they need to be 
known to determine when the festivals 
come. 

Some Sabbathkeeping critics of the 
holy days point out the plural form 
"Sabbaths," and seek to identify, it with 
the festivals. The three Greek words 
used in Colossians 2: 16 have a parallel 
repeatedly in the Greek Septuagint ver­ 
sion of the Old Testament - seven 
times (for example, Ezekiel 45: 17; 
Hosea 2: 11) with one exception which 
has an alternative word for "new 
moons." The weekly Sabbath is defi­ 
nitely included in the grouping based 
on these contexts of the Old Testa­ 
ment. Christian scholars date Colos­ 
sians 60-65 A.D. Jewish scholar Hugo 
Mantel referred to earlier German 
sources regarding the altering of the 
determination of Pentecost by the 
Pharisees in context of the ascendancy 
of the Pharisees over the Sadducees to 
have "... occurred about the year 63' 
C.E .... " My belief is that when Paul 
says "Let no one act as your judge in 
regard to these things," what he is 
really intending is "don't let the Phari­ 
sees who are instituting new changes, 
determine your behavior." Who else 
but the Pharisees would be interested 
in acting as their judge on these mat­ 
ters? The pagan Gentiles would not 
know enough about these things to act 
as a judge with regard to details. 

Colossians 2: 16 appears to link the 
keeping of the holy days with the keep­ 
ing of the Sabbath. There are even 
more reasons for keeping the Sabbath, 
but their linking together supports the 
keeping of the holy days. 

In Numbers, chapters 28 and 29, we 
note that animal sacrifices are com- 
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manded on both the weekly Sabbath 
and the holy days, but these sacrifices 
are .the responsibility of only the Leviti­ 
cal priesthood; a holy convocation does 
not require animal sacrifices. 

How do you keep the holy days? Dif­ 
ferent people have kept them in differ­ 
ent ways, much as they have with the 
Sabbath. Simply, a holy day is a day of 
holy convocation, a day in which you 
cease from your business. God expects 
us to pray to understand how to wor­ 
ship Him. It is that simple; it is no dif­ 
ferent from anything else you try to 
glean from Scripture. The important 
thing is that we sh uld appreciate other 
Christians. 

MICHAEL GALIMORE 
Continued from page 7 

conduct not only prior to Sinai, but 
throughout the writings of the authors 
of the new covenant scriptures. Simply 
stated, whatever predates the entrance 
of sin into the world definitely contin­ 
ues after Calvary. The Sabbath was 
created for all mankind before sin; the 
festivals were instituted with sin offer­ 
ings after sin. Some things are gone: 
"there is a setting aside (disanullment) 
of a former commandment because of 
its weakness and uselessness" (Hebrews 
7:18). We read in Hebrews 9:9-14 
that "gifts and sacrifices, regulations for 
the body (were) imposed until a time of 
reformation (Calvary); '" how much 
more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Him­ 
self without blemish to God, cleanse 
your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God?" 

If we are to appeal to the authority of 
the "Law" in the old covenant Scrip­ 
tures and seek to focus on the Torah 
through the lens of the cross, we must 
avoid broad generalizations. "When 
there is a change of the priesthood, 
there must also be a change of the 
Law" (Hebrews 7:12). The Greek 
word for "law" in this verse is Nomos, 
the equivalent of the Hebrew Torah. 
The Hebrew Torah is extremely broad 
in scope. Jewish scholars have written 
that before Creation, before man ex­ 
isted, the Torah existed in the mind of 
God. The specific Hebrew word for 
the Ten Commandments in context of 
the Tabernacle is cduwtl: or "T esti­ 
mony" and is equivalent to the New 
Testament Greek word marrurion or 
"Testimony" (Exodus 25:16; Revela­ 
tion 15:5). 
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The Good News 
The symbolism of the old covenant fes­ 
tivals consummates its reality in the 
personal relationship between the be­ 
liever and Jesus Christ. Christ is the 
reality of the Passover sacrifice. Sincer­ 
ity and truth are not ingredients of lit­ 
eral unleavened bread, but rather are 
the antithesis of what necessitated a sin 
offering (1 Corinthians 5:7, 8). Of 
first importance is the good news "that 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:1-3)." 

Metaphorically, Paul refers to the 
Passover festival; likewise, the ingredi­ 
ents of unleavened bread are referred to 
in a figurative manner. Metaphors, 
types and parables cannot be used to 
establish doctrinal truth. Doctrine ne­ 
cessitates plain teaching passages of 
scripture without such symbolism. 
Types and symbols can be twisted to 
conform to one's personal formula; 
"not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as 
Lord" (2 Corinthians 4:5). The con­ 
text of the festival in 1 Corinthians 5 
refers to the feast of the personal Chris­ 
tian life. 

Historical passages of Scripture must 
, never be used as the basis for dogma. 
Texts in the book of Acts are not neces­ 
sarily normative for Christian behavior 
because they were written at a time 
transitional between the Judaic and 
Christian eras. We find a house being 
shaken, visible tongues of fire, and the 
dead being raised. In addition, when 
we compare the Council proceedings in 
Acts 15:19, 20 with Paul's teaching in 
1 Corinthians 8:1-9, we find the decree 
concerning meat sacrificed to idols to 
be transitional. Today, we do not go 
into the Temple with shaven heads; we 
cannot. Neither do we dissect the holy 
days from the sin offerings and resur­ 
rect a "Christian" keeping of the days 
with a "plan-of-of-God" narrative with­ 
out the support of a single teaching 
passage of Scripture. 

The Intimate Words ofJesus 
The New Testament writers record a 
lot of tense moments when the keepers 
of the law encountered the Word of 
God personified - when the Law of 
God took on flesh in the person of Je­ 
sus Christ. He prophesied, "Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but My words 
will never pass away!" The words of 
Jesus are pungent, clear, pictorial, chal­ 
lenging words; and they evoke faith, 
hope and love. Christ has asked us to 
come and abide in Him (Matthew 
11 :28; John 15:4). He has called us 
into a personal, life-transforming rela­ 
tionship. "I am the vine, you are the 
branches" (john 15:5) is a wonderful 
word picture expressing the intimacy, 
the personal relationship or union be­ 
tween the believer and Jesus Christ. 
The dynamic of the New Testament 
church is Christ in you. That is good 
news! The equation is intimate: "I am 
the Bread of Life, he who comes to Me 
shall not hunger, and he who believes 
in Me shall never thirst. I am the liv­ 
ing bread that came down out of 
heaven; if anyone eats of this Bread, he 
shall live forever; and the bread also 
which I shall give for the life of the 
world is My flesh" (john 6:35,51). 

In parallel passages, Paul equates being 
filled with the Spirit with letting the 
word of Christ fill you (Ephesians 5:18; 
Colossians 3: 16). The Holy Spirit is so 
great that regardless of our background 
biases, in spite of which religious ideas 
intrigue us, God has the ability and 
wisdom - the love - to nurture and 
accomplish His purposes in our lives. 
Some of us observe annual holy day fes­ 
tivals, and some of us do not. For us 
and in us the reality is Jesus Christ. 

Author's note: many of the ideas ex-· 
pressed are not totally peculiar to me, 
but have been developed from conver­ 
sations with Calvin Burrell, Dr. Des­ 
mond Ford, Dr. Abraham Terrian and 
Jerry Garber. 

The Annual Feast Days 
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"The termination of the function of the annual feasts, which were closely linked to the 
sancruary services, is indicated by the fact that at Christ's death 'the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom' (Matthew 27:51). By this dramatic act 
the typological function of the temple services which included the annual feast days, 
was declared fulfilled and terminated by Christ's atoning sacrifice. This conclusion is 
clearly drawn in Hebrews where in speaking of the sancruary services, which included 
the annual feast days, it says that they are 'symbolic for the present age ... imposed un­ 
til the time of reformation' (Hebrews 9:9, 10). The latter is said to have dawned with 
the coming of Christ (Hebrews 9: 11). " 

- Samuele Bacchiocchi, The Sabbath in the New Testament, 
page 183, (1985) expanded edition 1990 
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Sabbathkeepers Convicted of 
Reckless Homicide 

SETH SLABAUGH 

The Hoosier Health House, whose 
owners were convicted in 1984 of reck­ 
lessly killing a cancer patient, went out 
of business last week. Owner Ellen 
Graham, a registered nurse and former 
missionary, said in an interview she was 
no longer able to. operate the health­ 
food store without'her husband, Harry. 

Harry Graham, an Army medic during 
World War II and a former construc­ 
tion worker, died last summer in a traf­ 
fic accident in St. Louis at age 75. He 
was there to lecture on nutrition to a 
church group. 

Both Grahams were lifelong Seventh­ 
day Adventists and opponents of drugs. 
After spending a year in prison, the 
'Crahams, who lived near Alexandria, 
reopened their store near Interstate 69 
in 1987. In 1991, they wrote a 
278-page book about prison life and 
their" persecution." The book, which 
has two titles - Prison Preview and 
Who Really Killed Sybil? - was offered 
for sale at their store for $9.95. Two 
thousand copies were published. The 
book concludes: "We just want you to 
remember; if you are doing God's will, 
your persecutors will suffer much more 
than you, in the FINAL END. I 
would prefer to suffer for doing what 
God wants me to do now, than to suf­ 
fer as they will have to, in hell fire, un­ 
less they repent, accept Christ and obey 
Him." 

On March 23, 1984, a Delaware 
County jury agreed with Prosecutor 
Michael Alexander's contention that 
the couple shortened the life of Sybil 
Bennett, 49, rural Yorktown, by prac­ 
ticing medicine without a license. The 
jury convicted the Grahams of two 
felonies: reckless homicide and unlaw­ 
ful practice of medicine. 

The defendants claimed they had of­ 
fered Bennett a nutritional program, 
including carrot juice and coffee ene­ 
mas, steam baths and laetrile injections, 
not medical treatment. They also as­ 
serted Bennett wanted to die with dig­ 
nity and had a right to reject medical 
treatment. After spending 3 months 
with the Graharris, Bennett was taken 
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to Ball Memorial Hospital by her hus­ 
band. She died 18 days later. 

The health-food store's inventory was 
auctioned in March of 1993. In an in­ 
terview afterward, the 66-year-old Mrs. 
Graham recalled: "Sybil chose it; we 
didn't force her. We didn't tie her 
down. We didn't treat her with medi­ 
cine, and we never said we were doc­ 
tors. I still say justice is not really fair." 

The state last year reinstated Mrs. Gra­ 
ham's nursing license, though she said 
"I really won't be needing it - I got it 
back to vindicate my name." As a for­ 
mer head nurse at Community Hospi­ 
tal in Anderson, Mrs. Graham said 

home health care would be the only 
type of nursing that would interest her 
today. Nursing has become too con­ 
cerned with "drugs and paperwork and 
stuff instead of helping patients," she 
said. 

After living the past 25 years in rural 
Alexandria, Mrs. Graham will soon 
move to Oregon to take care of her 
94-year-old mother. Like her husband, 
Mrs. Graham is a vegetarian. His com­ 
plaints about prison life included the 
food and the tobacco smoke. "I could 
get what I wanted, because I worked in 
the kitchen," she said. 

The Grahams sold health food from 
the back porch of their home before 
opening Hoosier Health House in the 
1970's. Mrs. Graham said that if she 
found an inadequate supply of health 
food in her mother's hometown, she 
might open a small herbal-tea store. 

- Reprinted with permission 
from the Muncie Star 
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Chicago to Host 
Parliament of World's Religions 

BOB BENJAMIN 

and women will come here from across 
the nation and across the world," Daley 
added. "They will come from Europe 
and Africa, from Indiana and India, 
and from the South side and South 
America. We say, welcome." Among 
those scheduled to attend are Mother 
Teresa, founder of the Missionaries of 
Charity, and the Dalai Lama, the exiled 
Tibetan Buddhist leader. 

The 1993 Parliament also commemo­ 
rates the World's Parliament of Relig­ 
ions in Chicago during the 1893 
World's Columbian Exposition. That 
event was a watershed in world relig­ 
ious history: the dawn of interfaith dia­ 
logue in the modern world. Several 
Asian religions, such as Hinduism and 
Buddhism, trace their beginnings in 
the West to that assembly. 

"Just as that Exposition changed the 
face of Chicago forever, so did that first 
Parliament change the face of religion 
in this country," said David Ramage, 
chairman of the board of trustees for 

Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley has 
been named the honorary chairperson 
for this summer's 1993 Parliament of 
the World's Religions. "I share the 
honor of being your honorary chairper­ 
son with three million Chicagoans," 
Daley said. "This will be a very special 
event for our city. Chicago may have 
bigger gatherings, but none more sig­ 
nificant than the Parliament." 

The Parliament, which will be held 
August 28 through September 5 at the 
Palmer House Hilton Hotel in down­ 
town Chicago and at other sites 
throughout the area, promises to be a 
historic event with thousands of people 
expected to attend. The week-long 
conclave seeks to foster cooperation 
among the world's communities and 
institutions. 

Representatives of faiths from around 
the globe will celebrate the unity and 
diversity of the world's religions in a 
spirit of openness, mutual respect and 
shared humanity. "Thousands of men 
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the Council for a Parliament of the 
World Religions. "One century later, 
we, will convene a second Parliament, 
for two basic reasons: to commemorate 
the first Parliament, and to unite men 
and women of different faiths to try to 
make a better world." 

"With religious wars occurring daily 
throughout the world, the importance 
of interfaith dialogue has never been 
greater. It offers a way to unite people 
in working for peace and the relief of 
suffering," Ramage said. 

NOTE - Many Sabbathkeepers are Likely 
to object that any i1!_erfoith dialogue con­ 
tains the potentiaL jor compromise of dis­ 
tinctive reLigious principLes. A central 
issue would be whether Sabbathkeepers 
could cooperate with other reLigions to 
reLieve human suffiring, without becom­ 
ing entangLed in the web of false reLigion. 

On the other hand, some Sabbathkeepers 
wiLL possibly see this Parliament as an op­ 
portunity for increasing awareness of the 
Sabbath among the various religions of 
. the world. Dialog would not be seen as 
compromise, but rather as an instrument 
to create understanding. 

Either way, one thing is certain: the 
1993 Parliament of the World's Religions 
wiLL spark controversy, dialog, and 
change. Ultimately, its contribution to 
religious faith ioill depend in large degree 
upon the preconceived assumptions of the 
participants. 
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Adventist World Radio 
Saves Terrorist 

He was sure his plan would work. A 
few sticks of dynamite judiciously 
placed would blow the whole building 
to pieces in a matter of minutes. One 
stick under the window at the rear, an­ 
other under the eaves on the south side 
and one more at the side of the front 
door. That would do it! 

"Magnum" Benevitas was carefully re­ 
connoitering his latest blasting job. As 
a professional terrorist, he was much in 
demand. After all, in Central America 
in those years there was much money 
to be made by men who hired them­ 
selves out to clandestine organizations 
- sometimes for the government, 
sometimes against. And the radio sta­ 
tion he was now planning to blow sky 
high was a government propaganda 
station . 

Magnum was making good money 
these days. And this latest job would 

, be a cinch. He would return this night 
to do his dirty work. 

But it wasn't to be. When he came 
back to complete the job, the police 
were waiting. 

At police headquarters he was positively 
identified as the perpetrator of many 
acts of violence and was on the force's 
most wanted list. His stay in jail would 
be a long one - many years, maybe 
the rest of his life. 

As he sat in his cell with his head in his 
hands, he felt life had come to an end. 

Broadcast controls of an A W'R station 
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Little did he know what God had in 
store for him. 

Weeks turned into dreadful months 
and Magnum hated everything. He 
hated life, he hated people, he hated 
God. To prove his point, he abused 
his fellow prisoners every chance he 
got. And he made sure God knew 
what he thought about him - he 
burned a Bible while his cell mates 
watched! 

But when he was lowest, God reached 
down to him. One day he heard a ra­ 
dio program from the cell next door. 
The announcer was answering letters 
from listeners. He invited anyone lis­ 
tening to write to AWR with their 
questions or comments. 

On impulse, Magnum decided he 
would write this person what he 
thought of life. Then he began to lis­ 
ten to the program to see if his letter 
would actually be mentioned on the 
air. 

It was. The announcer not only read 
parts of it on the air, but then encour­ 
aged listeners everywhere to write to 
this man who was in desperate need of 
friends. 

Magnum was overwhelmed. Hundreds 
of letters came from people who cared, 
said they were praying for him - urg­ 
ing him to not give up hope! With 
tears streaming down his face, Mag­ 
num started a new life. 

Then he was astonished to discover 
that the very station he nearly blew up 
was now his "best friend," AWR-Latin 
America, recently purchased by Ad­ 
ventist World Radio. 

Today he is a baptized Seventh-day Ad­ 
ventist and leader of a Bible study 
group in the prison chapel. His great­ 
est joy is the new job God has hired 
him for; bringing other prisoners to the 
foot of the cross. 

S 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

Sabbath-keeping couple wants elderly 
persons to care for. Twenty-five years 
nursing experience. Beautiful country 
home. Excellent diet. Good care. Sin­ 
gles $995.00 a month. Couples 
$1795.00. The OASIS, Tilly, Arkansas 
72679 (50l) 496-2364. (8) 

Christian students interested in music? 
Eskdale High School, a Sabbath­ 
keeping boarding school, offers an ex­ 
cellent music program as well as 
Christ-centered academics. For more 
information call or write: SVCS Re­ 
cords and Admissions, 900 Circle 
Drive, Eskdale, Utah 84728-9702, 
(801) 855-2148 (6) 

Read A Search For Truth. It will 
shock, astound, and demythify you! 
Send a $10 gift to John Shirn, Family 
of God, 7119 Western Trail Dr., San 
Antonio, TX 78244-1817. (6) 

Free subscription to "Insight," a news­ 
letter of Biblical understanding. Write 
Gary C. Miller, 1805 Decker St., Poca­ 
hontas, AR 72455. (6) 

Read "Biblical Tithing is Not on 
Money!" (30 pp.), an eye-opener! Sug­ 
gested donation, $3. Write Gary C. 
Miller, 1-805 Decker St., Pocahontas, 
AR 72455. (6) 

Sabbath Fellowship! Do you live in, 
near, around, or just visiting the Indi­ 
anapolis area and want Sabbath Fellow­ 
ship? Doctrinal differences not a 
problem. For details write: The Family 
Church of God, PO Box 2191, Colum­ 
bus, IN 47202-2191, or call 017) 
878-5454. (6) 

Light Magazine answers the difficult 
Biblical questions while returning to 
the foundational truths long neglected. 
No charge. YNCA, POB 50, Kingdom 
City, MO 65262. (12) 

Yahweh's Truth Restored in These 
End Times! Write for free in-depth, 
no nonsense Bible Truth study materi­ 
als. Many topics. No obligation. 
Ronald Schoedel III, 6630 Monclova 
Road, Maumee, OH 43537-9759 (6) 

THE CLAYTON SCHOOL OF 
NATURAL HEALING offers Doctor 
of Naturopathy (N.D.), Doctor of Ho­ 
listic Health (H.H.D.), and Doctor of 
Science (D.Sc.) degree programs by 
correspondence. Learn how to practice 
as a holistic health counselor. For cata­ 
log call 1-800-659-8274. (6) 

THE AMERICAN HOLISTIC COL­ 
LEGE OF NUTRITION offers B.S., 
M.S., and Ph.D. programs in nutrition 
by correspondence. For catalog call 
1-800-659-2426. (6) 

Classified ads are available at the rate of 30q; per word (including each word and each 
group of numbers in the address). Send copy for classified ads and payment to The 
Bible Sabbath Association, Fairview, OK 73737. Ad copy without payment will be 
returned. Deadline is the 15th of the month for the issue of the second subsequent 
month (e.g. August 15 for the October issue). BSA reserves the right to reject or.edit 
any ad copy. Publication does not necessarily imply endorsement by The Bible Sab­ 
bath Association or The Sabbath Sentinel. Display advertising is available on request. 

Write today 
for your free 
sample lessons 
of the Bible 
Law Course. 
Learn Bible Law 
and how to apply Bible Law 
in our lives today. Write to: 

Bible Lessons, Dept. CAA 
PO Box 481 
Lakemore, OH 44250-0481 

Wanted: serious-minded male believer 
to live and work in a wilderness setting 
in the Missouri Ozarks. You'll be 
assisting with garden, food .storage, 
dogs, chickens, and small building pro­ 
jects. Room and board furnished for a 
comfortable lifestyle surrounded by big 
woods and water. I'm looking for 
someone with no chronic health prob­ 
lems, willing to work hard, who enjoys 
reading the Bible and loves the truth. 
If the above f ts you, call (417) 
934-2507. (6) 

FREE BOOKLET: The Testing of Our 
Faith. Most Christians do not know 
that God is testing their faith and that 
they MUST pass the test in order to 
have eternal life. Write: FFT, Box 
1165, Waldport, OR 97394. (8) 

NEW TRUTH for this age. Send 
SASE for reply to REMNANT, Box 
16543-255 AVE, Spirit Lake, IA 51360 

(8) 
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